
Easyboot 101 – Using the Modern Easyboot on Barefoot or Shod Horses
by Karen Chaton

The modern Easyboot has seen several changes.  It is still similar in many ways to the 
original Easyboot but now it is made with more advanced materials. The sole of the boot 
is now 20% thicker so that will increase it’s longevity.  The new boot also has a tongue 
on it which allows for easier fitting, and plastic cleat covers that protect the hoof from 
being marred by the metal cleats.  

If you are unfamiliar with Easyboots don't be afraid to ask for help or advice. The 
instructions included with each Easyboot are also a worthwhile read. You can find a great 
deal of additional information on using Easyboots and other EasyCare hoof boots on my 
blog: http://easycareinc.typepad.com/karen/

The first thing to do when purchasing an Easyboot for your horse is to take 
measurements.  The new (2005 to current) boots, while similar, are slightly different in 
the sizing from previous versions so even though your horse may have taken a certain 
size Easyboot previously you will want to take measurements of your horses hoof to 
ensure that you will get the correct size.  A free Easyboot size calculator can be 
downloaded from the company’s website at:  www.easycareinc.com

Easyboots can be worn over bare feet, or over shod hooves.  Two of my endurance horses 
have completed more than 13,000 miles using Easyboots over shoes.  Adding the boots 
was a great way to add protection while at the same time giving the horses better traction 
and reducing the amount of concussion for all of those long miles on hard ground and 
rocky trails.  I am currently using Easyboot Epics and Easyboot Bares on my horses who 
are now barefoot and that has been working extremely well.  For those riders wanting to 
use boots as hoof protection on their barefoot horses they may want to consider using 
Epics or Bares.  They are similar to a regular Easyboot but come with an attached gaiter 
that wraps around the pastern.  The gaiter will keep the boots on in all conditions 
including deep mud, sand and water.  

To put the boot on the first time, take the cable that goes up from the buckle through the 
metal plate and loosen it up out of that groove.  This will allow you to pull the boot open 
farther on each side.  



A boot with the cable moved so that it can be opened up for easier application

Take the black nylon strap that comes with the boot and loosen it up from how it is 
attached to the backstrap on the boot.  Now loop one end of it through.  Once the boot is 
on the horse you will pull up with this strap to get the backstrap of the boot up on the heel 
and then pull one end of it to get it out.  

Pick up your horses clean hoof and start with slipping the toe of the hoof into the boot.  
Work it from side to side pulling the sides of the boot over each side of the hoof wall.  
With the cable loosened up you should be able to work the boot on with very little effort.  

Start with slipping the toe into the boot, and working it back and forth



Let your horse step down and see if the boot looks like it is all of the way on.  If not, pick 
the foot back up and work the boot on a little bit more.  If it is a really tight fit you may 
want to walk the horse a few steps.  

Now take the nylon strap that is on the heelstrap and gently pull up.  You can do this with 
the horse standing in the boot or while holding the foot up.  If the horse is shod you need 
to make sure that the heelstrap comes up over the shoe.  You do not want to pull the 
heelstrap up into the hairline.  If it does touch the hairline you’ll want to push it down 
slightly, or modify the boot by cutting the heelstrap down.  Make sure all plastic portions 
of the boots fit below the hairline of the horse .  

Work the nylon strap back and forth to gently pull the heelstrap up, keeping below the hairline

Now you are ready to adjust the cable and buckle the boot.  You will want to get the 
buckle and cable adjusted as tight as you can to ensure that it stays down while you ride.  
It may help to use a hoofpick to pull the cable so that you can fit it back through the 
center grove just above the buckle.  Now put the outer part of the cable into the groove on 
the buckle.  If you can close the buckle with your hand, it is probably not adjusted tight 
enough.  Try again!  You can loop the cable around the top in different configurations to 
make it tighter, or take it out of the grooves to make it looser if you need more slack.  See 
the instructions that come with each boot for more details on how to do this.  Later you 
can use a flathead screwdriver or hoofpick to pop the buckle back up to remove the boot.  
When you do be sure to remember to pull the cable out from the center groove so the 
boot can open up.  That will make it easier to take off, just as it made it easier to put on.  



Getting the cable adjusted before buckling down

Using a hoofpick to lift the buckle up to remove the boot

Some tips for trail riders:

 It is always a good idea to carry an Easyboot with you when you ride.  
 If you are riding a shod horse you can use it if one of your shoes comes loose or 

comes off completely.  
 If you are riding a barefoot horse you may want to have two to four boots so that 

you can use the boots to keep your horse from getting footsore if you find you’ll 
be riding in terrain that is rockier than your horse is used to.  



 Be sure to fit the boots ahead of time.  
 Front feet may require a different size than hinds.  

EasyCare, Inc. has been a leader in the hoof boot industry for years, beginning with the 
invention of the Easyboot back in the early 70’s. Since then, the need for boots has grown 
tremendously as more and more horse owners see the healthy advantages of pulling shoes 
and switching to natural hoof care.   EasyCare is excited about being part of this growing 
trend.  For more information about hoof boots or natural hoof care please call EasyCare, 
Inc. at 1-800-447-8836, e-mail: admin@easycareinc.com  or visit their website at 
www.easycareinc.com.  While at their website, you may wish to sign up for EasyCare’s 
free newsletter which is filled with useful information on how to use hoof boots, articles 
on natural hoof care and the barefoot horse as well as specials and promotions.  


